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THE NIGHT OF THE IRON MAN 


‘The entire wrestling world has been buzzing 
with the news about the STARRCADE '89- 
“Future Shock” card on December 13th in 
Atlanta. Everyone is saying that what they're 
hearing isn’t possible! It can’t be! 

Atlanta, Georgia, one of the hottest wres- 
tling towns in America, is especially excited 
about hosting Starrcade '89, which is the first 
Pay-Per-View to originate from the NWA's 
home base. Wrestling fans from all over the 
country, as well as the press from around the 
world, will be travelling to Atlanta for this event. 
The Omni will be packed that night since this 
event will not be shown or replayed on regular 
television. If you don't have P-P-V capabilities, 


find a friend who does! Or come to Atlanta, 
or call the NWA Hotline (1-900-909-9900), 
which will be covering the event live. 

The NWA has a tradition in that every 

zar it features a main event that boils down 
to the toughest wrestlers or tag-teams. One 
year it was the Crockett Cup; another year it 


was the Giant Scaffold. Other years it has been 
the Bunkhouse Battle Royal, The Double- 
Ring King-Of-The-Hill Battle Royal, War- 
Games or the Triple Tower Of Doom. 

As we all know, some champions have a 
way of holding onto a title that sometimes 
doesn’t really allow their opponents a fair 
shot at winning. Some champions take on 
all contenders regardless of stipulations, 
showing themselves to be true champions. 
World Championship Wrestling, Inc. has 
decided that to blast itself into 1990 it would 
have an event that, without a doubt, will point 
out the stars and powerhouses going into 
1990. There has been a lot of talk and rumor 
about this for the past few months, but no 
one thought that it was really possible. In a 
Wrestling Wrap-Up exclusive, here is the 


information first-hand on what to expect on 
December 13 and WHY you need to see this 
major event. 

Imagine the top four singles wrestlers in 
the world having to face each other in one 
night for ultimate victory in a round-robin 
tournament where any existing friendships 
must be cast aside. Ric Flair will face The 
Great Muta, Lex Luger and Sting in singles 
competition -all in one night! This will 
undoubtedly be the toughest challenge the 
“Nature Boy" has ever had to face in his 
brilliant career. Can he really pin all three 
of the major contenders currently snapping 
at his World Title? Without a doubt, Ric 
Flair is the greatest wrestler of all time, but 
even Flair has to have his limits. After that 
night, we might know who will be the next 
World Champion. 


But that's not all! Imagine four major tag- 
teams selected from the very best there are, 
facing each other for supremacy in a round- 
robin tag-team tournament where they all 
will have to face each other in one night for 
ultimate victory. Those teams will consist of 
the Road Warriors, the Steiner Brothers, 
the Skyscrapers and Doom. 

Can you imagine Scott and Rick Steiner 
against the Skyscrapers and Doom? And 
then up against the Road Warriors? WOW!!! 
Can Scottie put that flying head-scissors 
move of his on any of those big huge monsters? 


What about Rick against Hawk, Animal, 
Vicious or Spivey? This is really going to be 
unbelievable! And then there will be the 
rematch between the Road Warriors and the 
‘Skyscrapers, which should be awesome, after 
what we all saw at Halloween Havoc! That 
will make six matches in the tag-team divi- 
sion of “Iron Мап” 


That's Starrcade '89-“Night Of The Iron 
Man”! This will be a night that wrestling fans 
and promoters will talk about for years to 
come. What will happen when Flair faces 
Muta or Luger, or even his good friend Sting? 
Can he defeat all three men? Can Muta defeat 
all three men? Can Luger? Can Sting? Can 
anybody defeat three major opponents in 
one night? 

And just imagine the Road Warriors, the 
Steiners and the Skyscrapers and Doom 
facing off. Who will triumph this night? This 
event could determine the tag-team that will 
dominate the 90's. Are Rick and Scott 
Steiner ready to face the ultimate challenge 
of the Road Warriors and the Skyscrapers, 
plus Doom? 

Never have wrestlers had to prove so much 
in one evening. If you are not going to be in 
Atlanta on Wednesday, December 13, call 
your cable company now and order Starr- 
cade 89 before you forget! You will see every 
minute of uncensored action as it happens, 
without any commercial interruptions, right 
in the comfort of your own home. 

















PREDICTIONS FROM 
OTHER WRESTLERS ABOUT 


“THE NIGHT OF THE IRON MAN” 


“Night of The Iron Man” is such a unique 
event that we thought it would be interesting 
to talk to some of the other wrestlers who 
won't be involved in it and ask what they 
think about the event and who they predict 
will win. 

During a recent event, I asked some of the 
wrestlers the same question, “What do you 
think about ‘Future Shock’ and who do you 
predict will win?” 


‘The Steiner Brothers: 

Rick: Who do I think will win at “Future 
Shock”? Dr. Death! He's gonna win. 
Scott: Dr. Death’s not in the tournament, 


's not? He would win! 

: I think Ric Flair or Sting will win. In 
the tag-team competition, I'd have to go 
with me and my brother. 

Rick: Are we in it, Scottie? We're gonna 
win! We'll beat ‘em up! 


Flyin’ Brian Pillman: 

I think it’s great. If anyone can beat the 
three top contenders, he deserves to be 
World Champion. I predict my friend, Ric 
Flair, will win the singles tournament, and 
if not, I hope it's my friend Sting. The tag- 
team tournament is really hard, but I'd have 
to go with the Steiners. 


by Dennis A. Brent 


Johnny and Shane (Dynamic Dudes): 
Shane: I think it's going to be the most 
exciting wrestling event ever. My goal next 
year is that we'll be in it, right, Johnny? 
Johnny: I know what you mean, dude. 
Going against the Skyscrapers and the 
Road Warriors and the Steiners and Doom. 
Man, that's totally awesome! Talk about 
major overload! I predict the Road Warriors 
for tag-team winners and that Sting will win 
singles. He's pretty cool. 

Shane: I'll have to go with the Steiner 
Brothers for tag-team winners and I think 
Flair will hang onto his #1 position 


Norman and Teddy (interviewed before 
their break-up): 

‘Teddy: All I'm gonna say is that my team, 
the Skyscrapers, will defeat all them other 
teams and that'll be the end of it, okay? 
Norman: Hey, I think Ric Flair will win. 
‘Teddy: No you don't, Norman. You don't 
know who will win! You just sit there. I'm the 
one paid to think around here and Ric Flair 
isn't gonna win. 

Norman: Then Rick Steiner will win. 
Teddy: No, Norman! The Steiners won't win 
because theyll be wrestling the Skyscrapers. 
Norman: Then Scott Steiner will win. 
‘Teddy: Norman, no! Now see what you've 
gone and done? You've got Norman all 
confused. 


Norman: Okay, I'l win for you. 
‘Teddy: No, Norman! You're not even in it! 
We're winning, not you, okay? 

Norman: I want to win too. 

(At press time: Norman indeed does want to win 
for himself. He has left Teddy Long behind and is 
now basically on his own, but Steve Williams is 
watching out for him.) 


The Z Man: 

Man, I wish I was in that thing, but I know 
I'm a newcomer here and have to work my 
way up first. It's real hard deciding, but I'd 
have to go with either Ric Flair or Lex Luger. 


Steve “Dr. Death” Williams: 
How can they have an Iron Man tournament 
and not have Dr. Death in it? I predict that 
I'm gonna beat the you-know-what out of 
the Skyscrapers next chance I get. 


Jim Cornette: 

I didn't want my team, the Midnight Express, 
to be in the Iron Man Tag-Team tournament 
in the first place. 1 don't care who wins and 
neither do Stan and Bobby. The only way we 
care about anything is when we profit from it. 

















INTERVIEWS WITH 
THE PARTICIPANTS 


Starrcade '89- Future Shock: “The Night of 
the Iron Man} as described elsewhere in this 
issue, will be an event that wrestling has never 
seen anywhere before. We talked to Sting, 
Luger, Flair and Muta to get their first reac- 
tions, as this will be a new experience for all 
of them. 

Sting told us, “I am very excited about 
this. I'm working out night and day to be in 
the best shape of my career. I know that on 
December 13, I need to show everybody that 
Тат a contender for any major title. And I've 
got a serious appointment with Lex Luger!” 


In regards to his facing Muta, Luger and 
Flair all in one night, he replied, “Yeah. That's 
a tall order, huh? I’ve never been in anything 
like this in my entire life! I have plenty of moti- 
vation for beating Muta and Luger. When I 
beat one or both of them, I want my title 
shot. Ric is gonna be different, though. The 
reason I'm here in the NWA is that I want to 
compete with the best. And of course I want 
to wear the World Title. I’m sure he will under- 
stand. In the toughest competition, this hap- 
pens. Afterwards, regardless of outcome, I'd 
like to shake his hand. If I beat any of them 
or all of them, then I have to be the next 
contender for a title shot, don’t you think? 

I sure до” 

Gary Hart on the Great Muta: “The 
Great Muta is still undefeated after almost a 
year in the NWA. Doesn't that say it all? 
This man is unbelievable. His record will re- 
main perfect and when Starrcade '89 is over, 
I’m petitioning the NWA Board to give Muta 
a World Title shot, after what he’s gonna do 
to Ricky Flair. In fact, I'm gonna demand it!" 

Ric Flair: “When I defeat all three men, 
there won't be a doubt in anyone's mind about 
who's going to carry that gold belt into the 
Nineties, is there? I’m not taking anything 


away from any of my opponents, but I think 
that in a fair match, I can beat Lex Luger 
and the Great Muta on the same night. They 
have to wrestle just as many men as I do that 
night, and I have the experience of being the 
top man, the one to beat. But I'm not going 
to duck anybody. This event goes way beyond 
the World Title. I'm going to out-wrestle them, 
pin them and show them what it means to be 
the greatest, 

“Sting is one of the greatest young wrestlers 
Thave ever seen and is a close friend. The 
guy has charisma written all over his face and 
he knows how to handle himself in the ring 
with the best of them. He has a great future 
in this sport and his time will come. I like Sting 
and I respect him for taking this opportunity 
to face me. If he didn't, he'd be a fool-and 
Sting's no fool, 1 guarantee. Stinger, I wish 
you luck pal, but on December 13, I'm going 
to take you to school, and then I'm going to 
shake your hand! 

When asked, “What if Sting beats you?” 
Ric Flair answered, “Then Sting's the better 
man, isn't he?’ 

Lex Luger: “Sting says he's going to beat 
me? Sting? Get this straight. I know the guy 
because I used to let him hang around with 
me. He looks pretty good, but he's a powder- 
puff. There's no way Sting's going to out-power 
me. Not the Total Package. Who else said 
they were going to beat me? Flair? I've fought 
Ric Flair in the past and he knows I can beat 
him. Don't forget Starrcade '88. I had him 





beat and everyone saw it. At the last Clash, I 
hurt Pillman, Flair and Sting all in one night. 
And after that, the ‘Iron Man’ is going to be 
apiece of cake. 

“If Muta tries spraying that mist at me, I'll 
rip his tongue out of his throat. Muta's record 
may be perfect so far, but remember this little 
man, he's never wrestled the Total Package. 
My record at ‘Iron Man’ will be 3 and 0, In 
other words, I’m not losing. If Ric Flair or 
Muta or Sting want to preserve their records 
or save face, then I suggest dropping out of 
the tournament because I'm plowing through 
everyone in my way with a force they've never 
seen before. I've said it before, but Starrcade 
"89 will be my time to shine and prove to the 
world that Lex Luger is indeed on a plane by 
himself. I have achieved the level that very 
few ever attain. I have made it while Ric Flair 
has lost it. As great as Ric Flair is, I have gone 
levels beyond him. Levels that he will never 
achieve or attain. I am a young man while he 
is in the twilight of his career, Hang it up, Ric 
Flair. On December 13, I will pin you 1-2-3 
in the middle of the ring and take your pride. 
And then I will destroy everybody's favorite 
little Stinger, and I will even beat the Great 
Muta. I don’t care who I have to destroy or 
who's feelings get hurt. Then, there will be 
no question in anybody's mind that Lex Luger, 
the Total Package, should be the next World 
Heavyweight Champion. 1 am the greatest 
wrestler the world has ever seen. Гат the 
wrestler of the Nineties!” 





























STING SELECTED 


INTV 
VIEWERS’ 
POLL 


‘Thousands of votes poured into the World 
Championship Wrestling offices with votes 
covering a broad range of wrestlers, but the 
#1 “Most Popular,’ as voted by the fans who 
watch the NWA on television each week, 
was Sting! 

‘The Stinger was absolutely thrilled beyond 
belief when he received his award at Clash-IX, 
televised free on TBS iovember 15. It 
was a double award ceremony that night, as 
it turned out. Not only was Sting presented 
with the “Most Popular” award from the fans 
of the NWA, but Ric Flair was presented with 
the very prestigious “Wrestler Of The Decade” 
award from Bill Apter, Senior Editor of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, as selected by his readers. 

But unfortunately a savagely jealous Lex 

stroyed the moment of glory, the 
and almost the honorees themselves. 

Despite the fact that Luger showed the 
world how bad he wants to win, his actions 
on November 15 showed us a man who has 
no respect for anybody. One who is extremely 
impatient and who will do anything he can 
to stop or slow down anybody that stands in 
his way. 


AN 


Sting, on the other hand, is doing fine and 
said he will not take the award lightly. He told 
us, “I want to thank everyone who voted for 
me. 1990 is the Year of the Scorpion. My 
year! I've been living in 1990 for the past 


The Great Muta is undoubtedly the best of all 
the Oriental wrestlers ever to compete in pro- 
fessional wrestling in this country. With Gary 
Hart, his manager, Muta has ripped his way 


Television Title, and is still undefeated after 
almost a year in the NWA. 
We're looking ahead to the December 13 
JRE SHOCK Pay-Per-View show, where 
it Muta will have to face the top three 
singles wrestlers in the world, Sting, Ric Flair 
and Lex Luger, in the Iron Man competition. 
None of these men are his friends, but all must 
have respect for him. They know how danger- 
ous he is, and all except Luger have felt the 
pain of his mist. 


three years, so finally everyone else caught 
up with me! And I'm ready for the Iron Man 
оп December 13! It's like fate! I'm going to 
beat Luger on national TV! He's going to be 
very sorry he messed with me 


We'll just have to wait and see if Muta is 
capable of this seemingly impossible task. 

















TEINER BROTHERS BEAT FREEBIRDS! 


NEW WORLD TAG-TEAM 
CHAMPIONS AT LAST! 


































On the World Championship Wrestling 
show (6PM EST, Saturdays, TBS), tele- 
vised November 18th, Rick and Scott 
Steiner defeated the Fabulous Freebirds 
with a clean 1-2-3 on national televisiomg 
winning the World Tag-Team Тшей 

This makes the Steiner Вго 

the first real brother tag-tearty 

to hold the World belts since tig 
‚Anderson Brothers, Gene and Olé: 

It was a wild match, with both teams 
throwing everything they had at е 
other, but the Steiners had one thing] 
that the "Birds didn't. That was тю 
tion and the revenge factor. Even thought 
neither Woman nor Doom was involved’ 
in this particular title match, the Steiners 
were interfered with the last time they 
fought the Freebirds for the titles. This 
was their way to make things right, start- 
ing by beating the "Birds and winning 
the World Titles, something that Woman 
desires with all her greedy little heart. 
The end of the match came when Rick 
threw a wicked "Steinerline” at Hayes, 
Catching him in the throat. Rick then 
Packaged Hayes up for the pin and it 
was official, 

Scott and Rick are very excited about 
being the World Champions and repre- 
senting the people, as you could imagine. 
They know that Doom, the Skyscrapers, 
the Freebirds, the Midnight Express, 
the SST and even the Road Warriors 
will be breathing down their necks, but 
these guys are tough and we think 
they've got a good shot at hanging 
onto the belts for some time. 

Scott told us, “Yea, we're real 
excited. We finally beat those Freebirds, 
like | knew we could. And we showed 
Woman that she really blew it, when 
she dumped my brother.” 

Rick added, "Yea, | hate her. We 8 
knew we could beat those guys. Ме “2Р2 
and my brother are gonna stick together 
and beat up Doom now, just watch!” 


























JIM CORNETTE HAS 
NO APOLOGIES 


Jim Cornette played a major part in the 
outcome of the recent matchup between the 
Midnight Express and the Dynamic Dudes 
at Clash-IX “New York Knockouts” (televised 
free on TBS, Nov. 15th), despite insisting 
all along that he was going to stay neutral. 
Due to his involvement, the Midnight Express 
beat the Dynamic Dudes and apparently 
returned to their former ways. 

Jim Cornette has turned out to be the 
sneaky, cheating little motor-mouth he always 
was. We are flabbergasted how he and the 
Midnight Express had us all fooled this past 
year. The seed of Cornette's master plan 
that began this whole sordid event began 
many months ago when they left the NWA. 

Cornette told us, “Look, when we took 
two months off last year, it was because we 
were confused, We lost our focus and our 
direction. When we came back, the fans 
wanted to cheer us because we had our 


crazy. 
loose of the big bear, to Long's great 
displeasure. 


problems and they were behind us, so we 
became fan favorites and played to them. 
But we realized that in the long run, that 
had no future at all. I always had it in my 
mind that we would do our own thing when 
the time was right. So we let the fans cheer 
us, but it didn’t really work, did it? They let 
us down! Those stupid fans let us down 
when we didn't win the World Tag-Team 
titles. That was why we came back in the 
first place! So we bided our time and lay low. 
Now, along comes Shane and Johnny and 
they ask me to help them become a great 
tag-team. I go ahead and say I will, because I 
like ‘em. But remember that in the history of 
the Midnight Express, this is the kind of 
team we've always had problems with. The 
Dynamic Dudes are just like the Rock-N-Roll 
Express and the Fantastics. They're young, 
fast and have that quick tag routine that 
confuses and tires the big men. A little too 


Later in the show, Doc had a 
‘Match against 


cocky for my book. So I figured this was my 
chance to personally train the next genera- 
tion of popular young tag-teams, and when 
the time was right, they'd be in the palm of 
my hand! And we did it, too. Гат so smart I 
can't stand myself sometimes. Hey, I've been 
saying week after week for a long time now 
that I only manage the Midnight Express 
and that I advise the Dynamic Dudes. All 
true. Now we're gonna show the fans some 
real tag-team wrestling and this time we're 
doing it for us, not them!” 


№ 


The “Z Мап; Тот Zenk, is still standing tall 

and climbing the NWA ladder. The former 
“Mr. Minnesota” is in outstanding physical 

condition, standing 6'5” and weighing 

solid pounds. He handled Mike Rotunda at 

Halloween Havoc '89 and is looking for even 

tougher competition now. 

Zenk recently told us, “I'm starting at the 
bottom and working my way to the top. I don't 
care who has the belts, Luger, Flair, Muta. I'm 
here to make a name for myself.” 

The Z Man has perfected a sleeper-hold that 
has put away every wrestler he's locked into 
his grasp. 

We look forward to watching his career 
progress. The Z Man has the look of a winner 
in our book! 

















BEHIND THE SCENES OF A 
PAY-PER-VIEW SHOW 


When you tune into an NWA Clash Of The 
‚Champions or Pay-Per-View live telecast, 
everything looks great. You probably don't 
realize how many people and how much 
preparation went on behind the scenes get- 
ting things ready for airtime. That's the way 
it’s supposed to be, but it just doesn't happen 
by magic, 

It takes almost 200 technicians, engineers, 
equipment operators, audio and video direc- 
tors and assistants to put on these huge events. 
These people usually arrive in a town 36 
hours before airtime, because of the hours 
it takes to erect the lights, set up the chairs 
and ring (and when necessary, the cage, scaf- 
fold, etc.), lay the cables (literally miles of 
them), set up the transmitting dish, align it 
with the satellite, check transmission feed, set 
up and test the cameras, and meet with the 
various crews. Just like a Space Shuttle mis- 
sion, there are backup systems for everything. 
When you're transmitting live on the satellite, 
no equipment failure is tolerable while millions 
of people are watching. Keith Mitchell, a 
veteran TV producer and director with many 
years of experience in pro wrestling, is 
responsible for what the final picture looks 
and sounds like. 

At the recent “Halloween Havoc '89” P-P-V 
event from Philadelphia, our photographers 
roamed the Civic Center six hours before air- 
time to capture the people getting everything 
set up and ready. No expense is spared when 
‘Turner Broadcasting is involved. The very 
best equipment and engineers are at the 
disposal of WCW to bring you the highest 

y pictures and sound, just as it happens 

The following photos might help you, 
our fans, appreciate how much effort the NWA 
puts into making our events the best enter- 
tainment value for your family. 


When you watch Starrcade ’89-“Future 
Shock” on December 13, you'll know that 
there were about 100 people at the Omni the 
night before (all night), setting up cables, 
chairs, lights, etc. while you were sleeping. 
The following day will be spent in testing all 
systems so that there will be no surprises. 








IRON MAN WORDSEARCH PUZZLE 
WRESTLING WRAP-UP presents the IRON MAN WRESTLING 
WORD SEARCH PUZZLE, similar to word search puzzles in your local 
paper. There are 16 hidden names in the puzzle below. The words may 
be across, down or diagonal. They are not backwards. Find the 16 
names and draw a ine through them. Place a check mark in the space 


in front of each name to check them off as you go. 


L 
N 
K 
R 
G 
JU 
R 
U 
ү 
с 
T 


JRONMAN STARRCADE 
FLAIR STING 

_STEINERS 

HAWK ANIMAL ELLERING 


SHOCK 
MUTA 

SPIVEY 
TEDDY 
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Jim Сотейе (Power оп dose- 


Hour) 
up shot of Norman: “You've heard of a 
picture being worth a thousand words, 
O E 


раа гуа anne 


а homet's nest-it was too late before 
he knew what hit him” 


Chris Cruise (World Wide Wrestling): 
“Scott Steiner's got moves we don't 
‘even have names for yet” 

Jim Ross (WCW): “Luger's chest, you 
could show a movie off it” 

Gordon Solle on Lex Luger: “He's been 
champion more than once, which means 
he can be beat!" 


Hello, everyone, and welcome once 
again to the written version of Joe 
Pedicino Knows! As always, we are 
going to start off with a trivia stumper 
and then get right into this month's info 
from the NWA. What famous wrestling 
hold did the Funk family perfect and win 
world championships with? I'll have the 
answer later in this column. 

Let's tak about Starrcade '89! It's 
the first time ever for the "Iron Мал" 
and “Iron Team” tournaments and they 
will take place in the home of the NWA, 
Atlanta, GA. | can't wait until December 
13 in the Omni when the top four single 
wrestlers and the top four teams in 
wrestling face off in a round robin tour- 
nament to decide the "Iron Man” and 
“Iron Team” of all of wrestling. 

Just look at the four men in the “Iron 
Man” tournament. First there is World 
‚Champion Ric Flair. Ric has never been 
in a tournament where in one night he 
must meet and defeat his top three 
challengers for his title. If he is to prove 
that he is the “Iron Man” of wrestling as 
well as the World Champion, he must 
best Lex Luger, the Great Muta, and 
Sting all in one night. If any one of these 
men beats Ric Flair in this tournament, 
he will automatically become the num- 
ber one contender for the title and will be 
‘vaulted into matches with Flair for the 
title. This is truly going to be a dangerous 
night for all four men, but extremely so 
for Ric Flair. 

Then there is the “Iron Team” divi- 
sion. Just imagine the Skyscrapers, the 
Road Warriors, Doom and the new tag- 
team champions, the Steiners, all in a 
tournament to decide the best team in 


the NWA. | can't wait to see two of the 
matches in particular. The Road Warriors 
and Doom will make a great match-up, 
and then there is the match between the 
Road Warriors and the Steiners! All of 
the matches in the “Iron Team” division 
will be great, but | am really anxious to 
see these two. This will definitely prove 
which team is the best in wrestling. As 
in the "Iron Man” division, the team that 
‘wins must best all three of their opponents 
to win, so there are going to be some 
real dream match-ups. 

One last thing before we give you the 
answer to this issue's trivia stumper, and 
that is “The Big Kahuna"! Sir Oliver 
Humperdinck has made his way back to 
the NWA and this time he has plenty of 
back-up. Humperdinck is now calling 
himself “The Big Kahuna” and managing 
al three of the big Samoans, including 
the wildest Samoan of them all, “The 
Samoan Savage." | don't know how they 
convinced this one to join the rest of the 
familly in the NWA, but it was a bad day 
for the good guys when he showed up. 
Between him and the addition of “The 
Big Kahuna," the Samoans have attacked 
the NWA with a savagery never before 
‘seen in wrestling. 

Time for me to go, but | want to tell 
you that it was, of course, “The Spinning 
‘Toe Hold” that the Funks perfected and 
used to win many championships. Do 
you find it strange that Terry never tried 
to use the family hold to beat Ric Flair? 
Could it be that he knew Flair had trained 
to counter the hold, and that he could 
throw him off guard by not using it? Only 
Terry Funk would be crafty enough to 
figure that one out! See you next time. 

















NWA 


CHAMPIONS 


U.S. Heavyweight Champion 
Lex Luger 


THE 


ROSS 


REPORT 


World Television Champion 
The Great Muta 


Here I sit in my office in Atlanta daydreaming 
about Starrcade '89- Future Shock when I 
really should be working. Recently in an article 
I did with Bill Apter, Senior Editor of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated and the Bob Newhart 
of wrestling journalists, I mentioned that I 
am still a big fan of pro wrestling after all 
these years. So you can imagine how excited 
I was to hear about the concept of this year’s 
Starrcade. Star vs. star. Friend vs. friend. 
What a deal! 

The publicity say: night when cham- 
pionships and friendships are set aside?” Just 
two divisions, an Iron Man for individual 
wrestlers and an Iron Team division for duos, 
comprised of the sport's very best and they 
will compete against each other in six round 
robin bouts in each division. That's a total 
of twelve bouts at Starrcade '89. All can be 
legitimately considered as a main event. 

We all have our favorite bouts that we 
anxiously anticipate at Starrcade '89. Here 
are some of mine: 


Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger – Luger finally gets 
the chance to prove to Flair that the 90's 
belong to the Total Package. 


Lex Luger vs. The Great Muta - Can the 
‘Total Package stop Muta's winning streak? 
First meeting between the two. Gary Hart 
might make the difference. 


“sai 
World Heavyweight Champion 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair 


World Tag-Team Champion 
‘The Steiner Brothers 


Sting vs. Ric Flair - Do you remember the 
first Clash of Champions? Enough said. 


The Steiners vs. Road Warriors - Maybe 
my favorite of the entire tournament. The 
bout has black and blue written all over it! 


The Road Warriors vs. The Skyscrapers — 
Their collision at Halloween Havoc was super. 
“Scrapers were disqualified. L.O.D. wants a 
pinfall victory...a tall order! 


The sleeper in the entire tournament 
might be Doom. This giant, ebony duo 
under the leadership of Woman upset the 
Steiners at Halloween Havoc and have not 
lost a bout to date. If Doom wins the Iron 
Team division, Woman may sweep Manager 
of the Year honors. 

All in all, this is a wrestling fan's dream 
‚come true! Six single bouts and six tag bouts 
in one night featuring the sport's very best... 
against each other. 

Starrcade has always been considered the 
premier sports entertainment event since its 
creation, but this year's edition promises to 
be the best yet! 

Oh, I almost forgot, the event will be 
broadcast on PPV television, Wednesday, 
December 13 at 7:00 pm EST, from the 
Omni in Atlanta, Georgia. Call your local 
cable company today for more information. 














TERRY FUNK’S ACTIVE RING 
CAREER MAY BE OVER – 


NEW CAREER AS 
BROADCASTER IN WORKS 


Due to extensive injuries sustained at Clash 
of The Champions-IX on November 15, 
Terry Funk should not retum to the ring, 
according to Funk's long-time personal 
physician, Dr Herbert Gerwig. 

Dr. Gerwig told us that due to the injuries 
suffered, plus the fact that older injuries 
were seriously aggravated, he did not see 
any way possible that Terry Funk could 
retur and be a top contender like he was. 

Dr Gerwig continued, “I've known Terry 
Funk and treated his battered body for 
Many years now. | know he's a real S.0.B. 
in the ring, but | also know that if he can't 


give it his all, he doesn't want to even be 
there. | warned him last year that this push 
for the World Title might be more than his 
beat-up 42-year-old body could handle. I 
advised him against it, but Terry told me 
he's gotta go for it one more time with 
everything he had. | never could tel Terry 
Funk what to do. But then again, neither 
could his Daddy.” 

Ric Flair had a statement to make about 
Funk's forced retirement. He said, “Let me 
start out by saying, | don't like Terry Funk 
and | haven't forgotten what he's done. 
But Terry Funk was one tough character 








UPCOMING EVENTS IN DECEMBER 


Memphis, Tennessee 
Nashvile, Tennessee 
Bristol, Tennessee 

Beckley, West Virginia 
Dayton, Ohio 

Gary, Indiana 

Buffalo, New York 

Norfolk, Virginia 
Washington, D.C 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

NO MATCHES SCHEDULED 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Peoria, Ilinois 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Detroit, Michigan 

NO MATCHES SCHEDULED 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Greenvile, South Carolina 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Richmond, Virginia 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Mid-South Coliseum 
Convention Center 
Viking Hall (TV Taping) 
Raleigh County Armory 
UD Arena (TV Taping) 
Genesis Center 
Memorial Auditorium 
The Scope 

D.C. Armory 

Colseum (TV Taping) 
Dorton Arena (TV Taping) 


Omni Coliseum 7-10 PM 
Civic Center (TV Taping) 
The Kiel 8 PM 

Cobo Arena 


Coliseum 

Memorial Auditorium 2 РМ 
Civic Aud/Coliseum 

Civic Center 

Baltimore Arena 

Coliseum 

Coliseum 
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and a hell of an opponent!" 

We have heard that Terry Funk will be 
staying involved with the NWA on the broad- 
casting side of the sport. His unique style 
and delivery should certainly be a lot of 
fun! As long as Funk isn't going crazy and 
destroying some one, he is actually an 
entertaining character With the dream of 
beating Ric Flair and holding the World Title 
‘one more time gone forever, perhaps now 
Terry Funk will settle down somewhat and 
enjoy his new career behind the micro- 
phone. But never turn your back on him. 
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